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(1) The shared-L1 benefit: A comparison of comprehensibility by Chinese raters judging Chinese- and
Japanese-accented speech [(WFoE5]
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The purpose of this study is to explore the interlanguage speech intelligibility benefit as suggested
by Bent and Bradlow (2003). According to this concept, second language speech is perceived as more
intelligible for a listener if the speaker and the listener share their first language. To investigate the
hypothesis, four Chinese learners of English listened to ninety spontaneous speech samples, obtained
from 45 Japanese and 45 Chinese learners of English, and evaluated the comprehensibility (ease of
understanding) of the speech tokens on 9-point scale (where 1 = easy to understand, 9 = difficult to
understand). A Wilcoxon signed rank test showed that the Chinese listeners assigned significantly
more lenient (easier-to-understand) judgments on Chinese speakers (Mean = 3.9, SD = 1.3, Median =
3.5) than Japanese ones (Mean = 4.9, SD = 1.6, Median =5.3) (V =772.5, p <.001). Further discussion
will be made based on the results.

(2) Cognitive process during self correction in L2 English oral production: Comparison between tasks
with a high and a low cognitive demand [958 3]
B (BEEREF)
This study investigated how task difficulty affects cognitive process during self correction in L2
English oral production. English learners were given two direction-giving map tasks: one which
requires a high cognitive process in generating message (Task High), and the other which requires a
low cognitive process (Task Low). Each task was followed by a stimulated recall interview to
determine which stage in the speech model (Levelt, 1989) the participants were engaged in when a
self correction was observed. Their comments were categorized into four cognitive stages:
conceptualization, lexical encoding, grammatical encoding, and phonological encoding. We
hypothesized that Task High would induce more conceptualization than Task Low. The results
indicated that there were no significant difference in the cognitive activities between Task High and
Task Low. However, the participants focused on conceptual aspect more frequently than grammatical
during Task High, while no difference in cognitive process was found in Task Low.

(3) Natural Use of English in Japan (EEe
FIDERK (ZEKR)
Languages exist to be used. Honna (2003, p. 194) says, “English becomes significant when it is
used.” However, how is English used naturally just like Japanese is used in daily life in Japan? Students
in Japan learn English, practice English, take tests in English, and use English rather limitedly in class,
but in many cases they may not use it in their daily life. Therefore, | will explore the actual natural
use of English in Japan. First, | will discuss the importance of natural use of English. Second, I will
show actual situations of junior and senior high school. Third I will examine specific examples of
natural use of English in Japan. Finally, | will argue extemporaneous use of English and look into more
possibility of natural use of English in Japan.
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