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(1) Creating a Communicative Teaching Environment in an Online Synchronous Japanese
Classroom [FEEERE]
John Andras Molnar (B35t K5)
Teaching in an online, synchronous (live) classroom creates unique challenges such as maintaining
student focus and encouraging student interaction when all members of the class are in different
physical locations. In this session, the presenter will detail his own experience teaching both
elementary Japanese I and II courses online to college students in the United States. With research
showing that current students prefer problem solving and group work as opposed to lectures, and
connecting course content to the real world, the presenter will show collaborative exercises to enhance
the communicative aspect of the classroom while allowing the teacher to step back and take the roll
of facilitator rather than instructor. Tools include blogs, live collaborative games, shared group work
quizzes, and online language partners. The presenter found that strategies in the online classroom were

easily adapted to the traditional classroom, improving communicative teaching there as well.
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(3) How to Maximize Survey Response Rates on Google Forms: An Application of Dornyei's
Principles [FERmE]
Nicholas Boyes (443 K 5)
Especially while using online surveys, educational researchers want to increase response rates from
students and/or teachers. However, response rates to online surveys are typically low. Respondents
often do not answer the survey if they do not feel a connection, and online surveys can be impersonal.
Thus, response rates remain low. This presentation will offer suggestions from Dornyei on how
researchers can transform their surveys in order to maximize commitment among respondents.
Dornyei offers some unconventional advice such as waiting to ask for personal information until the
end of the survey. An initial request for personal information from respondents often seems cold and
uncaring. This can substantially reduce response rates. Other areas that reduce response rate including
survey design, question formatting, execution timing, etc. will also be discussed and applied

specifically to the online survey platform Google Forms.
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